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Madame Chair: 
 
Before I accepted the position of Diocesan Chair of Organization, I read the CWL Constitution 
and Bylaws, Part XIII, Standing Committees - “ The Standing Committee of Organization” : 
 
There are 5 areas: 
a) Recruit members and maintain membership (been there, done that at parish level!) 
b) Leadership development – (sounded great) 
c) League Resource Material – lots to work with, would love to share. 
d) Annual Reports – yeah, we all have to do that! 
e) Life Membership: there are qualifications and procedures outlined , and when we have a 
member of our council who qualifies, lets put her name forward. 
 
I accepted the position with enthusiasm. 
 
Then I found out that “Annual Reports” was more than writing a report. It was producing this –
(annual report). It was at our Diocesan Executive League Development Day in October that I 
started to realize what “Annual Report” was all about. 
 
What a Nightmare!  What a Gift! 
 
Through this process (of compiling the Annual Report book), I have spoken to many of you, 
and communicated through email to most of you. I have got to know you. You are my Sisters 
in the League.  
 
And I have read your reports – read, proof read, re-read, edited, formatted, re-read......., and it 
reminded me of a quote of Thomas Merton, as he wrote of his religious experience, while 
standing at a street corner one afternoon in Louisville, Kentucky: 
 
“...if only everybody could realize this! But it cannot be explained. There is no way of telling 
people that they are all walking around, shining like the sun...Then it was as if I suddenly saw 
the secret beauty of their hearts, the depths of their hearts, where neither sin nor desire nor 
self-knowledge can reach, the core of their reality, the person that each one of us is in God's 
eyes. If only they could see themselves as they really are. If only we could see each other 
that way all the time.”  (Thomas Merton, Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander) 
 
Thomas Merton's words resonated with me as I read your reports. Each of you, whether you 
are a council of 11 members or 141 members, are all living the mission of the CWL. You are 
meeting the objects of the Catholic Women's League of Canada. 
 
Continue to be “Inspired by the Spirit”. May the Spirit of the living God live afresh in you. 
 
 
Respectively Submitted 
Joan Lemay 


